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This issue of our newsletter contains details of the following:
1. Registration and Abstract Submission for the 4. NEW article on the Oxford Visual Perception Screen
OPSYRIS Annual Conference (OxVPS) screening tool
2. Nominations for the OPSYRIS 2025 Rising Star 5. NEW study: Suicidality Assessment in Aphasia: A
Award Delphi Study (SAADS)
3. WFNR Webinar: Advancing Gender Perspectives in 6. OPSYRIS Committee News

Neurorehabilitation 7. Join OSPYRIS
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The OPSYRIS Committee, https://opsyris.org/
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1. Registration and Abstract Submission for the OPSYRIS Annual Conference

We are looking forward to our annual conference, which will be hosted by Prof. Audrey Bowen
(Professor of Neuropsychological Rehabilitation) and Havva Sumeyye Eroglu (PhD Student) at the
University of Manchester and online on Zoom on Friday 11 July. We hope to see you there!

e The provisional programme is available on our website here:
https://opsyris.org/meetings/manchester-2025/

e Register to attend in person or online via Eventbrite:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/opsyris-2025-tickets-1014356486557

e Submit abstracts for posters or talks on this link:

https://docs.qgoogle.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSe628H5xRdvUau2ROomRbahntyjVripndMX-

LuQlQnViNZ8rQ/viewform?pli=1

e You can also use the abstract link to submit symposium proposals for OPSYRIS25 as well

as travel award nominations!
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Organisation for Psychological Research into Stroke -

The Organisation for Psychological Research into Stroke
Annual Conference 2025

Hosts: Audrey Bowen (Professor of Neuropsychological Rehabilitation)
and Havva Sumeyye Eroglu (PhD Student)

Friday 11t July 2025, University of Manchester

For more info: httos://opsvris.ora/meetinas/manchester2025/

To register in person or online:httos://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/opsvris2025-tickets-1014356486557
To submit your abstracts for talks or postergdeadline Monday 30 April 2025)

httos://docs.aooale.com/forms/d/e/1FAIbQLSe628H5xRdvUau2ROomRbahntviVriiondMX
LuQIQnViNZ8rQ/viewform?pli=1

2. Nominations for the OPSYRIS 2025 Rising Star Award

Email your nominations for the
OPSYRIS25 Rising Star Award for
early career researchers or
clinicians with a brief (half page)

justification to info@opsyris.org

As well as the prestige of winning
a commemorative award, the
winner is invited to give an oral
presentation of their work at the
OPSYRIS25 meeting.
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3.

WFNR Webinar: Advancing Gender Perspectives in Neurorehabilitation
Presented by the Women in Neurorehabilitation SIG of WFNR

You are warmly invited to attend this webinar which will take place at 12 noon BST on
Wednesday, 2 April 2025.

Participation is free but we do ask that you register in advance.

REGISTER

The Women in Neurorehabilitation Special Interest Group (SIG) of the World Federation
for Neurorehabilitation (WFNR) is pleased to present an insightful webinar exploring
gender perspectives in neurorehabilitation. This session will highlight critical aspects of
gender differences in patient care and the often-overlooked role of caregivers.

Dr Madhavan will open the session by introducing the speakers and providing an overview
of the current landscape for women in neurorehabilitation, emphasising their
contributions, challenges, and future opportunities within the clinical and research fields.
Following this, Dr Pistarini will delve into the nuances of gender differences in
neurorehabilitation, discussing how biological, social, and psycho logical factors shape
patient outcomes and care approaches.

In addition, Dr Leonardi will present on the gendered dimensions of caregiving for
individuals with neurological disorders, with a particular focus on disorders of
consciousness. This presentation will explore how caregiving responsibilities often fall
along gender lines and the unique challenges faced by caregivers in this context.

This webinar will promote discussion, and provide knowledge and tips on constructing
gender sensitive approaches to neurorehabilitation.

Sangeetha Madhavan PT, PhD, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA
Matilde Leonardi, Fondazione IRCCS Istituto Neurologico C.Besta, Milan, Italy

Caterina Pistarini, Istituti Clinici Scientifici Maugeri, IRCCS, Department of
Neurorehabilitation, Pavia Institute, Pavia, Italy

We hope you can join us! W F N R

Best wishes

Tracey World Federation for
Neurorehabilitation
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4. NEW Article on the Oxford Visual Perception Screen (OxVPS)

The Oxford Visual Perception Screen (OxVPS) screening tool for stroke survivors was recently
launched by Dr Kathleen Vancleef (University of Durham) with Prof. Nele Demeyere and
colleagues at the University of Oxford. The tool could make it easier for health professionals to
identify visual perception difficulties in patients after a stroke and meet the need for an
assessment that is quick and simple to administer.

You can register to use OxVPS and read a summary of the study on the OxVPS website and read
the full research paper in Clinical Rehabilitation.

5. NEW Study: Suicidality Assessment in Aphasia: A Delphi Study (SAADS)

Are you a registered stroke clinician or clinician researcher working with stroke survivors with
aphasia and regularly assessing risk as part of your role, or involved in research on identifying
suicide risk in stroke survivors with aphasia?

If so, please consider taking part in a new study: Suicidality Assessment in Aphasia: a Delphi Study
(SAADS). More details below.

Version 2 UEA Ethical Approval recerved [ETH2324-3071 | -19/12/2024

Suicidality Assessment in Aphasia: a Delphi I + s

Study (SAADS) University of East Anglia
Are you a Registered specialist stroke clinician/ About the Study:
clinician researcher who are currently/or have been: We are interested in gaining consensus regarding the most
common, useful and accessible methods of assessing risk
«  Regularly assessing risk as part of your clinical role of suicide within stroke survivors with aphasia.

: §7 : 2 z Y ill be asked to:
+ Engaged in clinical work with stroke survivors with gk e

hasd Complete 3 rounds of questionnaires via email, this will
aphasia
P take approximately 20-30mins to complete each round.
And/or You will be gifted a £10 (or currency equivalent) Amazon

voucher upon completion of all rounds.
« Have a strong understanding/or have published
research on the principles of identifying the risks Contact Details

associated with suicidality in stroke survivors with If you are interested in taking part,

e o : . lease contact Kellsey McCann on:
aphasia, i.e. depression, emotionality. P y

k.mccann @uea.ac.uk (scan QR code)

SCAN ME
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6. OPSYRIS Committee News

As you may have noticed from our photos on page 1, our numbers have grown!

Dr Josh Blake (University of East Anglia, UEA) has joined the committee and Trainee Clinical
Psychologists, llze Mallett and Kellsey McCann and PhD Student, Jordan Ayden (also from the
UEA) have all kindly offered to support the committee with preparations for the OPSYRIS 2025
conference.

Many thanks, Josh, llze, Kellsey and Jordan!

7. Join OSPYRIS

The Organisation for Psychological Research into Stroke (OPSYRIS) is a Special Interest Group of
the World Federation for Neurorehabilitation (https://www.wfnr.co.uk/). Our aims are to facilitate
and disseminate research on psychological aspects of stroke, inform evidence-based clinical
practice in stroke psychology services, and promote consideration of psychological factors in
stroke research and clinical settings.

e Join OPSYRIS by completing a short membership form here: https://opsyris.org/about-
us/membership/

¢ Become the next OPSYRIS committee:
Email us to express interest and find out more: s.rossit@uea.ac.uk f.gracey@uea.ac.uk &
catherine.ford@uea.ac.uk

Benefits include getting to meet the wonderful OPSYRIS membership, free travel, and
conference attendance, hearing the latest news in psychological research in stroke and
more!

WFNR

World Federation for
Neurorehabilitation
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